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T & тин DONT \STOP_IT! PLEASE." | 
2; LIKE ІТ HERE | WHAT YOURE DOING A 






WHY DONT ТТЫ ” 15 ЖРОНО” 4 

vH" 60 BAOK WHERE | ACT LIKE 
E, YUH САМЕ aL AMERICANS ” 

| E r 

<. 





BRACE YOURSELF FOR THE SHOCKING FINAL 
TWIST TO THIS GRIPPING TALE OF TENSION... 


4 d 


А 


Ir att BEGAN ABOUT A YEAR AFTER I MAR 
RIED DSGAR HIGGINS’ DSCAR WAS TWIGE MY 
AGE BUT HIS BANK BOOK SHDWED SIX FIGURE: 
SD І MADE А PLAY FOR HIM? FINALLY I GOT 
HIM TD PROPOSE TD ME,AND THEN AGCEPTED 
GDYLY’ I DIDNT LOVE HIM’ I WAS DNLY 
INTERESTED (N SECURITY! THEN IT HAPPENED 
AS I SAID, IT WAS ABDUT А YEAR AFTER 
HED BRDUGHT ME TD HIS ISDLATED HDUSE 
DSCAR HAD A HEART ATTACK 


WILLHE BE | Сант SAY FOR SURE FREDA! 
ALL RIGHT, « X NEDONE ALL I САН! WE 
DOCTOR? самому WAIT AND SEE" 
ACTUALLY HE SHDULD BE IN 
А HOSPITAL BUT I'M AFRAID 
THAT MOVING НІМ IHTD TOWN 
DVER THOSE BAD RDADS MIGHT, 
Е - KILL HIM f E 


f 





OSCAND ALWAYS HAD А BAD HEART 7 ONE ОР 
THE REASONS I MARRIED NIM WAS THAT I 
FIGURED HE MIGHT POP OFF ANY MINUTE, AND] 
HIS DOUEN WOULD BE ДУМЕ ALTHOUGH I 
ACTED ALL UPSET, I SECRETLY HOPED НЕ 


WOULD DIE... 


TOUGH? 
UNDER- 





HOW 15 
| HE TODAY, 
DOCTOR ? 


(7% 


АТ FIRST I WAS MERELY 
SNOCKEO! BUY AS THE DAYS 
PASSED, TNE FULL REALIZATION 
OF WHAT OSCARS CONDITION 
REALLY MEANT..AS FAR AS 

X WAS CONCERNED... HIT ME, , 


HE... NE'S LIKE A... 
BABY NES HELPLESS.., 
ABSOLUTELY HELFLESS!, 


OSCAR COULD HEAR ME WHEN I SPOKE 
I HAD TO RUN DOWN А LIST 
GHT ONE... 


WANTED SOMETHING, 


BAD NEWS, ЕПЕОА? 


IT'S GOING TO BE PRETTY 
T TOUGH OW YOU FROM 4) 
е Ши 
l 


М 


Oscar COULDN'T EVEN 742% 
TD TELL ME WNAT HE WANTED 
OR NEEDED! ALL HE COULO 00 
WAS OPEN HIS MOUTN ANO 
CHOKE OUT GUTTERAL SOUNOS 





THE DOCTOR'S FACE WAS DARK WITH CONCERN? f GOT 
А LITTLE PANICKY V SOMETHING WAS UP. BUT MEAT? 


YOUR HUSBAND'S HEART ATTACK 
I.I DON'T ) MAS LEFT HIM COMPLETELY PARA- 
LYZED, FREDA! НЕ HAS ABSO- 
LuTELY WO CONTROL OVER HIS 
MUSCLES” НЕ WILL BE JED- 
ADDEW FOR THE REST 


OF HIS LIES 


Oscan NEVER HAD ANY FRIENDS, 
AND LIVING IN THAT ISOLATED 
HOUSE DIDNT MEL?! THERE 
WERE NO NEIGHBORS FOR Mies 
I HAD NO ONE TO TALK TOf I. 
WAS ALONE...ALONE WITH МУ 
OROOLING, HELPLESS HUSBAND У 
| I. IM 
ШЕ 5277y. 
oscar ” 
I DONT 


I COULDN'T LEAVE НІМ, NOT EVEN FOR АМ 

Nour! ONCE A WEEK T RUSHED INTO TOWN TO 
DO THE SHOPPIN: 
USUALLY HAVE T! 


WHEN ТО RETURNED, I'D 
LEAN OSCAR UP.. 





бут YOU IS JUST LIKE LIVIHG WITH 
guy AN WBECILES v 


INALLY I CDULDNT STAND IT ANY LOHGER. 
REACHED THE ӨНЕАКІНЕ POINT. — — 
IM GOING 007” T MAVENT ВЕЕН P 
TO A MOVIE SIHCE YOU ВОТ Sick’ WELL 
| х. IW GOING TONIGNT! 





Т LEANED OVER НІМ .ТОНМЕНТ- 
ING HIM. 


AN MAYSE OWE NIGHT TL 

60 AWAY АМО WOT COME BACK") — 

WHAT'O HAPPEN TO YOU 7WEW, THERE'S А Я040- I'M 

HUH? TOUD STARVE? YOU WOUSE ^ COUPLE / WILLING! 
ОР MILES OUT! 

A ONINK OF WATER! YOU'D 

K STARVE TO DEATW^ 


AND THEN, ONE NIGHT, I TOLD RICK ALL ABOUT 
OSCAR! HE WAS ANGRY WITH ME FOR NOT TELL- 
INS НІМ IN THE BEGINNIN 


X LOVE YOU, YOU..YOU SHOULD I..r was 4/74/0 TO, 
FREDA? I.I HAVE 7040 МЕ YOU Диск“ X. WAS AFRAID YOU 


WOULDN'T WANT TO SEE 
te YOU KNEW! 


3 - — ————— 
AFTER А (Sut x LOVE BE PATIENT, нск! 
WHAT ANE WE I CANT S/VORCE нін, YOU, FREOA! I BE PATIENT? нож LONG 
вонв TO 00, NICK IT'LL NEAN GIVING UP WANT TO MARRY CAN HE GO ON // ИМЕ 
BAGY? HUH? HIS DOUGH! IF HE WERE you? 4 
то D/E ITO 6E MINE 
EVERY CENT? 





Амо THEN THE оостоп 7040 ] м 1 BENE ти. ве 2457 

ME HOW LONG. "WE'VE GOT CARLING! IT WiLL 

WHY YOUN HUSBANO соло (AZL HIM, мск? пок ANS sN 
LIVE TO А A/PE OLD AGE win Цит THE ONLY UNFORTUNATE. 
THE KINO OF WOHOENFUL ATTEN ACCIDENT? т. 


ПОН HE GETS FROM YOU HAVE А PLAN... 


h 


THAT'S RIGHT T WANT OKAY, LADY f ЖЕ 
| WERE FROM THE BARS он EVERY WINDOWS | вот YUH! C'MON, 
AJAX CONSTRUCTION IM..SO AFRAID OF 7/OWZ- |rnirzv! LET'S 

COMPANY ! EAS. AND МУ HUSBAND 18 


HELPLESS! 


HO ID LIKE YOU TO ANYTHING YOU 


» f I ЖАНТ TO КЕЕР SONT OF A 
Aa ACE a Зат, ЛОТ ЖА Г sone салмео 60005 Ж PANTRY. ЕН. 


BY ITSELF? < = DOWH HENE ^ 
7 





EvERYTHING WAS SET! I 5ТОСКЕО THE PANTRY 
IN TNE CELLAR WITH CANNED MEATS, VEGETABLES, 
AND FRUIT JUICES? THEN RICK САМЕ OVER f 
OSGAR JUST STAREO WITH HIS EXPRESSIONLESS 
EYES,NIB MOUTN DRIBBLING.. , 

YOU'VE GOT TO HELP МЕ W] YEAH! I GET 
ЕМРТҮ THE CELLAR ОҒ ANY IT, FREDA” 
TOOLS I MIGNT BE ABLE TO 

USE TO ESCAPE WITH, RIKI 


ICK BUSTED A COUPLE OF GELLAR WINOOWS AND 
BANGED UP TNE BIG THICK DOOR TO МАКЕ IT LOOK 8000 
MEANWHILE, OSCAR. ,.ТМЕ POOR SLOBBERING FOOL... 
TRIED ТО FIBURE OUT WHAT WAS GOING ON... 


THE MAN WNO GOMES 70 İF I ООМТ 
READ THE ELECTRIC METER 
IN THE CELLAR WILL BE HERE 4 YOU BY 


|THEN HE WAS GONE І TURNED 
ТО MY BEORIOOEN OROOLING 
HUSBANO ANO BNEEREI 


THE DAYS PASSED, OSCAR'S EERIE WAILS AND 


BLOOD-GURDLING YELLS GREW WEAKER AND WEAKER. 
7 


FOUR DAYS? FOUR DAYS WITHOUT 
FOOD OR WATERS НЕ OUGHT. 


TERRIBLE АССТОЕМ 
15 GONNA HAPPEN NOW, 
OScAR f J'A GONNA BET 
LOCKED IN THE CELLARS) 
ANOYOU YOU'RE GONNA 
(STARVE TO DEATH! 
ri 


FINALLY, OSCAR'S HOWLING STOP PED f SILENCE 
CLOSED IN MEANWHILE, X WAS LIVING ON THE 
ICANNED 60005 ГО STORED IN THE CELLAR.. 
UGH! GOLD MEAT/ On, wELLI Y 

IT'S BETTER THAN NOTHING 





|AFTER THREE WEEKS DF WAITING. GROWING Т SCREAMED ARD YELLEO T PUT DR A BIG АСТ? 
MORE NERVDUS EACH DAY.. I HEARD THE DOOR-| |I BAWLED LIKE A BABY WHEN THE METER-READER 
BELL UPSTAIRS... ~ : LET МЕ OUT... 

ELECTRIC? 
ANYBODY HOME? 


I WAS AFRAIDI r TRIED, TO m ep 

MY HUSBARD WAS ESCAPE! I FOU 
THE трон LOCKED DT a MOn HELPLESS” T was YELLED AND FAULT, 
CDULDNT GET DUT | HAD THE AFRAIO ОҒ PROWL- SCAEAMED МААМЕ IT 
I WAS TRAPPED.. 4 WINDOWS ERS? I HAD THE TILL I 9 WAS AN и 

TRAPPED * BARAED, | \SNAP-LOCK Pur он "ада HOARSE. ACCIDENT. 

— THE OOOR IN CASE ы | 2007 oscan! you 

I FORGOT TO е ашк: COULDN'T 

LOCK IT^ AND. 


ТИМЕУ FELL FOR IT! THE CASE WAS CLOSED, AND 

I WAS CLEAR‘ I CLEANED OUT THE CELLAR, HAD TT WILL BE SEVERAL 
THE BROKEN WINOOWS REPLACEO, ARD LOCKED IT | |WOW7HS UNTIL THE PRO- 
UP FOR 9000 / I NEVER WARTED TO 60 DOWR CEEOS OF HIS ESTATE 
THERE AGAIR? I KNEW IT WOULO BE A LONG TIME) [CAN ВЕ TURNED OVER TO 
BEFORE I'D FORGET TNAT THREE-WEEK ORDEAL .. f са 
LISTERIRG TD DSCAR'S FADING CRIES AS НЕ SLOWLY| 

STARVED TD DEATH/ I HIRED A LAWYER TO 

SETTLE MY HUSBAND'S ESTATE ., 





FREDA HIGGINS! 
THIS IS RIGK 
1АВІРА ЕГ 


WAIT, RIGKE 


AND THEN І GOT А CALL FROM NEW YORK? WR. 
DAVIDSON, MY LAWYER, NEEDED ME THERE TO WIND 
UP THE ESTATE... 

TLL GO WITH 


NO,RIGK! I DON'T 
YOU, FREDA” 


THINK ТНАТ WOULD 
LOOK RIGHT! I'D 


2 


~ 


m Ў % 


T FOUNO RICK IN THE GELLAR HE WAS UNCONSCIOUS!| 
HIS FISTS WERE BLOODY ANO RAW FROM POUNDING ON 
THE DOOR! НЕ MUST HAVE BEEN SEARCHING FOR THE 
САМНЕО 60005 I'D REMOVED, AND THE OOOR HAD 
LOGKEO BEHINO HIM! HE WAS ALMOST DEAO FROM 


LACK OF FOOD ANO WATER 


[ERR WY DARLING? 
4 1 SS му QARLING Í 
4 73 з ЕЗІ 


рең 


Қ PEOPLE MIGHT 


MEANWHILE, ме. DAVIDSON WAS 
WORKING ON OSCAR'S ESTATE... 

TRYING TO SETTLE 17% MONTHS 
WENT BY! FINALLY, RIGK AND Т 
WERE MARRIED! WE STAYED AT 

THE HOUSE... 

I WATE THIS PLAGE, 

RICK! JUST AS SOON 

AS EVERYTHING'S 


OKAY, 
ЕНЕОА/ 
ANYTHING 
YOU SAY f 


1 NURSEO RIGK BACK TO HEALTH! BUT SOMETHING 
HAO WAPPENED TO HIM WHILE НЕ WAS IMPRISONEO 
iN THE GELLAR” HIS M/ND HAD SWAPPED НЕ CAN'T 
TALKS НЕ САНТ MOVES HE'S PARALYZED? НЕ 
JUST 4/65 THERE. STARING? HE'S LIKE A AELP- 
LESS BABY! 1 HAVE TO FEED НІМ. ЖАЗУ HIM... 
SNAVE НІМ! HE'S 
COMPLETELY OUT 
OF NIS MINDS А 
BABSLING IDIOT! 
OSCAR, AT 
LEAST ~ GOULD 
UNDERSTAND 





THE WIND-UP ТО THIS SCIENCE-FICTION 
YARN SHOULD GIVE YOU QUITE A JOLT...' 


GEE. PAP-ITS A 





LIEUTENANT STANLEY LINDEN, А5Т10-МАМ(ВАТО 

OF THE EXPLORATION ROCKET-S RION №, 

EYED THE OBLONG CONTAINER HALF-FILLED 

WITH SOIL THAT ESTED BENEATH THE GLOW- 

ING INFRA-RED TUBE! NEAR HIM, LIEUTENANT 

ARNOLD HARTLY, ROCKET-ENGINEE: 

HIMSELF WITH ANOTHER СОМТАШЕ 

FILLED WITH FLOWERS.. 

WHAT'S THIS,MARTLY? ДУ THATS RIGHT! ANY 
YOU STARTING OBJECTIONS, LINDEN? | 








LIEUTENANT LINDEN MOVED TO LIEUTENANT 
HARTLY'S SIDE AND WATCHED AS ARNOLD 
CAREFULLY FRUNED THE FLOWERING PLANT 
HE HAD GULTIVATED 





BOY f YOU CERTAINLY DON'T TOUCH" THATS 
ARE 20605 ON THESE |А SHASTA DAISY! LOOX, d 
THINGS, HARTLY "НАТ | STAN? I'VE TOLD YOU 
THIS ONE CALLED? $ OVER AND OVER! DONT 
TOUCH THE FLOWERS", 








LIEUTENANT LINDEN SNRUGGED GEE, А YEAN.. ВОТ NEY, FELLERS^ 
AND MOVED DDWR THE CNEW'S GUY'S ENTITLED | DOES МЕ NAVE | I 007 AN /0£4 7 
QUARTERS TO A SMALL GRDUP TD SOME то YELL TNIS DU&NT TD 
OF OFFICENS GATHENED ARDUND EVERY TIME / GET F4NSY-BOY 
А CAND TABLE. FLOWERS'RE Үрү Өр PRETTY RILED! 


SURE T HEY! Т. NEAND MISS LISTEN.. 











LIEUTERANT NARTLY TURNED ЕНОМ WATERIRG 
NI8 TINY GARDEN, AS ТМЕ VDICES AT TNE CARD OH, YEAH" I'LL YEAH! МЕ 
9 = “EF SHE 87/4 Too! 60 AHEAD. 
SHES LOVES WE! PROVE ITI 
PROBABLY 
COOLED 
OFF 






LIEUTENANT LINDEN DARTED ACROSS THE CREWS 
QUARTERS TOWARD LIEUTENANT HARTLY... 


okay! TZL АТОИ 
/T/ vou шет SIT 


LIEUTENANT LINDEN TORE THE SHASTA DAISY FROM 
LIEUTENANT HARTLY'S FLOWER BOX AS THE 
OTHERS COVERED THEIR MOUTHS TO KEEP FROM 





SHE LOVES МЕ... STOP /T/ STOP IT^ 
SME LOVES ME YOURE HURTING IT? 





CHEW'S QUARTERS PLUCKING THE 
PETALS FROM THE DAISY AS ARNOLD 
HARTLY STUMBLED AFTER HIM... 
SHOUTING AT HIM... 


IEUTENANT HARTL 
GLARED AT MIS GR 

GO AHEAD! LAUGHS MAKE Рин! 
THAT '3 THE WAY І FEEL f FLOWERS 
AND PLANTS ARE ALIVE JUST 
BECAUSE THEY DON'T CRY OUT 


Tu 
Ш.Б 


— 


HEY, HAATZY/ ЧЕ YOU 
САМ 7ҒАЛ YOURSELF 


STANLEY LINDEN DANCED ABOUT THE FINALLY LIEUTENANT LINDEN 


HELD UP THE PLUCKED FLOWERS 
(ONLY ONE PETAL REMAINED.. 
y—— E Чч 
SHE LOVES MES GIVE 
|| THERE! SEE ? SHE 


ME 
LOVES. THATI 


SHUT UR 
LINDEN? 
ONE MORE 
CRACK AND 
ін 


C'MON, YOU TWO! 
CUT IT/ WENE 





LIEUTENANT HARTLY SNATCHED THE 
MANGLED FLOWER FROM HIS ANTAS- 
ONISTS HAND AND CARRIED IT 
TENDERLY TO HIS BUNK WHERE НЕ 
PLACED ITIN A GLASS OF WATER... 


AM WHATD YOU W YOU MUAT THE 
Do THAT FOR, W Poor ui 
STAN ? YOURE THING! 

JUST A 'CAUEL * 

FX: 


REPORT TO YOUR STATIONS! 
WE ARE APPROACHING QUR 
DESTINATIONS SYNCHRONIZE 
WATCHES! ТЕМЕ МОМ... 21457 
LANDING TIME...0218/ 


АТ 0215 EANTN TIME, TNE 
ОНОН-М САМЕ TO NEST ON THE 
SUNFACE ОҒ TNE PLANET TNAT 
МАО HEDUINED NINE MONTNS OF 
MUNTLINB ACNOSS TNE VOID OF 
SPACE AT TEN TIMES THE SPEED 
OF LIGHT TO NEACN.. 


OUTSIOE OXYGEN CONTENT 
ТЕМРЕНА- | OF АТМОЅРМЕНЕ, 
TUNE... SUFFICIENT! NO 
BEVENTY А NEEO FON SPACE- 
six suits f 
GEGNEES 
FAHREN- 
MEIT f 


SET COULD THANSLATE ALIEN THOUGHTS AND 
SPEECH INTO ENGLISH, WAS LuWEWcU ¿NON (he 


SHIP. 


SOON A PONT IN THE BIOE OF 
TNE GIANT BTEEL МОНЗТЕН 
ОРЕМЕО ANG А LADDEN UNFUNLEG! 
ONE BY ONE, THE SPACE-EXPLON 
ENS GESCENDED 
any sion Чт. TNOUBNT L 
ОР LIFE, (SAW SOME SMALL 
COMMANDEN?\ ANIMALS MOVING 
ABQUT AT THE 
EDBE OF TNE 
CLEANING ^ 





GETTING ANY 
SIGNALS, DICKSON 2 


NOTHING, SIR LOOKS 
LIKE THOSE THINGS ARE 


TNE ONION-W HAO LANOEO IN AN 
ОРЕН FIELO SURNOUNDED BY А 
TNICK WALL OF STRANGE VEGE- 
TATION... 
YOURE A/GHT, 
sin! Look ^ 
THERES ONE 


DICKSON! GET 
THE AUTOMATIC 
TRANSLATOR 
DOWN HERE! LET'S! 
SEE IF THESE 
THINGS ARE 


REAQJUSTED WITN NO МЕ 
OKAY, DICKSON ^ FORGET 
ІТ? PERHAPS WELL FIND 
AN INTELLISENT FORM OF 
ANIMAL LIFE WHEN WE 
REGIN OUR EXPLORING! 


HOT DOES WE 
SLEEP IN THE СРЕМ 
томент і THAT'S 
А WELCOME CHANGE 

FROM BEING COOPED 


NON-COMMUNWIGCATIVE € 


NOW, LETS SET UP A UP IN THE SHIP! 





BY THE TIME THE SPACE-TRAVELERS HAD SET UP 
THEIR PLASTO-TENTS, DANKNESS HAD CREPT ACROSS TERRAIN. 


But As MORNING DAWNED OVER THE STRANGE 


THE ALIEN PLANETS SKY! IT WAS TOO LATE TO COMMANDER! cou- Y 
DO ANY EXPLORING, SO... MANDER! WAKE UP, 
WHAT SAY WE ALL 8 22 
TURN IN AND GET А j^ 
8000 NIGHT'S SLEEP? 
WELL START OUT 
SRIGHT AND EARLY 
IN THE MORNING! 


(rs SEGAL! 
HES GONES 





<) У 


ЖА 


COMMANDER MORRIS, DFFICER- IN-CHARGE DF THE 
ORION-W, GAME DUT OF HIS PLASTO-TENT ARD LOOKED 
AROURD AT THE FACES OF HIS MEN, ROW PALED WITH 


AS THE SEARCH PARTY STARTED 

OFF TOWARD THE EDGE OF THE 

CLEARING, HARTLY GASPED. . 

S'MATTER, Орт YOU 

ARROLD? ‘THINK THE 

SEE A CLEARIRG LOOKS. 
SMALLER TODAY, 


à 27 


PERHAPS НЕ 


LET'S 2004 
FDRHIMÉ yj 


[LIEUTENANT LINDEN FOLLOWED 
LIEUTENANT HARTLY'S STARE... 
GOON YOU'RE Y I CDULO 
MUTSI WHAT ARE | SWEAR THE 
YOU TRYING TD j FOLIAGE WAS 
TELL МЕ, 

"MACBETH... 

THAT THE TREES 

ARE MOVING 


WANOEREO OF FY} ЖАТУ? YOU 


ALL RIGHT! THE REST 
СОМЕ WITH 
5ТАҮ MERE 

ARD GUARD 

THE SHIPf 


SUDDENLY THE SEARCHIRG PARTY 
STOPPED AT THE EDGE DF THE 
CLEARING! THEY WERE STUDYING 
50 METHING ON THE GRDURD. 


Нлатіу AND LINDEN SPRINTED ACROSS THE OPEN 


FIELD TOWARD WHERE THE SEARCH PARTY HAD 
-OR WHAT WAS LEFT OF HIM... LAY 


STOPPED f SEGAL. 
BEFORE THEM.. 


THEY BURIED LIEUTENANT SEGAL'S REMAINS AND 
RETURNED TO CAMP! THAT NIGHT, DOUBLE GUARDS 
WERE POSTED! THEN, TOWARDS MORNING, LIEUTENANT 
HARTLY WAS AWAKENED BY 4 CRACKLING SOUND... 





IT'S AS IF HE WERE 
BURNED TO А 


LIQUID FROM 
HIS BODY! 


SOMETHING SEEMS 
TO HAVE SUCKED 
EVERY DROP OF 


LINDEN! LISTENS HUH? WHA.. ? HEY / 
HEAR THAT? SOUNDS LIKE STATIC! 
Т KNOW? THE AUTO- 
MATIC TRANSLATORS, 





LIEUTENANT LINDEN LEAPED OFF THE NIGHT WAS FILLED WITH A THE YELLOW-AMBER BEAM OF 
HIS AIR-COT AND OPENED THE THRASHING AND RUSTLING Í THE SODIUM LANP PUNCHED 
FLAP OF HIS PLASTO-TENT! OUT- LIEUTENANT LINDEN SHOUTED THROUGH THE INKY BLACKNESS 
SIDE IT WAS PITCH BLACK! SUD- ТО LIEUTENANT HARTLY... SURROUNDING THE CAMP! NOTH- 
DENLY, ТИЕ DARKNESS WAS ARNOLD! ФЕТ А В ING COULD ЗЕ SEEN! THE CLEAR- 
KNIFED BY TWO EAR-SPLITTING ING WAS BARE... 
SHRIEKS... 











STARED AT EACH OTHER, THEIR FACES GHOSTLY ARROLD'S AENT 
IN THE SODIUM LAMPS GOLD LISHT.. AWAKERED BY Y SIR! THE 7A/AG 
COMMANDER 7 DO у STATIC AND DN TNINGS THAT 
уби THINK THOSE CRACKLING А ATTACKED THIS 
WARMLESS-LOOK- A CONING FROM CAMP WERE 
THE AUTOMATIC INTELLIGENT 
TRANSLATOR! | COMMUNICATIVE 
irs STOPPED, CREATURES! 





THE CRACKLIRS STATIC STARTED AGAIR.. 
LISTEN! THE SEE IF YOU САМ 
THINGS ARE TUNE THEM IN, 
COMING 


HARTLY ЗЕМТ OVEN THE AUTOMATIC TRARSLATOR, 
SFIRRIRS OrALS .. FLICKING SWITCHES f SUDDERLY, 
THERE WAS A FAIRT RUSTLIRG BEYORO THE 
CAMP..IN TNE DARKRESS/ A SHAKE-LIKE FORM 
REACHED ІНТО THE CIRCLE OF LIGHT CABT BY 
THE SODIUM LAMP ARD WNAPFED ITSELF ANOURD 















THE SHIP'S CAPTAIN WAS 
SWALLOWED UP IN THE POD-LIKE 
STRUCTURE AT THE BOTTON 
OF THE ALIEN PLANT! LATER, 


HIS DRIED AND SHRIVELED RODY 
WAS DISGORGED... 


THE MACHINE TOPPLED OVER AND LINDEN WENT 
SPRAWLING/ THE CRACKLING STATIC WAS CUT 
SHORT, AND SHRILL HIGH-PITCHED VOICES RASPED 
FROM THE ELECTRONIC TRANSLATOR... 


_ BUT. HOW, CAN... < 
YOU. PE... SLATE... 
THAT THE SWE- : 
VINE.. NS,- YOUR... 
BELOVED, 


LIEUTENANT HARTLY STARTED TOWARD HIS 
TRAPPED FELLOW SPACE-EXPLONER... THEN 
STOPPED! HE WATCHED ІМ HORROR AS LIEUTEN- 
ANT LINDEN WAS LIFTED HIGH INTO THE АА BY 
THE SWIRLING, CLUTCHING ROOT-VINES... 


6000 40/0. 
THE TREES ARE 
TEARING HIM 
APART? 


LETS 607 
MAKE А RUN 


LIEUTENANT LINDEN STRUGGLED TO HIS FEET AND 
STUMBLED FORWARD CURLING THROBBING ROOTS 
SHOT OUT FROM THE FOLIAGE BEHIND НІМ, ENCIR- 
CLING HIS LES: 


HARTLY TURNEO HIS HEAO AND COVERED Н15 EYES| 
TO HIDE THE GORY SIGHT, BUT LIEUTENANT 
LINDEN'S HYSTERICAL BLOOD-CUROLING SHRIEKS 
CONTINUED AS THE VINE-RQOTS TORE HIS ARMS | 
AND LEGS FROM HIS DODY, ONE BY ONE! THE 
SHRILL VOICE FROM THE ELECTRONIC TRANS- | 
LATOR WAS QUITE AUDIBLE, 


SHE... LOVES... 
НЕ! SHE.. LOVES -| 
МЕ.„МОТУ SHE. 
£OVES..ME! 





Charlie Small sneered as he looked 
at the small vial of ша in his hand. 
it contained enough sensitized пиго- 
glycerine to blast his tiny apartment 
to kingdom-come! With his wife in it, 
of course! 


This little bottle was going to end 6 
years of living death, Charhe thought 
. 6 interminable years of nagging 
and being treated like a kid who was 
barely able to take care of himself. 


“Charrr-LEEEE! Stop daydreaming 
over your packing or you'll miss that 
7 o'clock bus!" Edna's screeching 
startled him and he almost dropped 
the vial. “l'm ironing your last shirt 
now, Charlie. It'll be ready in a min- 


I“ 


ute! 


He had to act fast now іште 
was running out! Reaching for the 
alarm clock ticking away on his 
night-table, he unscrewed the back 
and removed the alarm bell, expos- 
ing the clapper Then, with infinite 
care, he set the deadly vial next to 
it and replaced the backplate 


His hands trembled as he set the 
alarm for 7. All at once he was con- 
scious of a knot of anticipation tight- 
ening in his throat. When that alarm 
went off, Charlie mused, he would 
паче committed the робом айиден 


"Hurry up, Charlie! You're as slow 
and disorganized as ever!” Edna 





insufferable shrew and he'd ~ 
ably go mad! 


| en. "It's 6:30 already!" Edna whined.| 
| "You'll be late as usual! Don't forget 
your valise! And make sure you! 
have the tickets . ” | 


Brushing his lips against her cheek, 

Charle smiled. This 15 the last time) 

| I'll ever see you alive, Edna, he 
thought. 


Once outside, Charlie walked up) 
the street.. then crossed and ducked 
into a nearby hallway. Dropping his 
valise, he looked back at the light 
in his apartment. His wristwatch 
showed 6:50 ..the fatal alarm was) 
set to go off in 10 minutes! Just 600 

| seconds more and the scrupulously) 
careful housewife he hated would be 
| blown to bits! 


Unconsciously, Charlie counted off 

| the last minute, second-by-second! 
| 10 seconds left, he gloated.. 8. 5 
-| In delicious anticipation of his 
new freedom, he patted the valise 
beside him in the doorway. The va-) 
lise into which hated, hen- pecking) 
Edna...careful and precise house- | 
wife that she was „Бад thought-] 
fully packed the alarm-clock from| 


| Charlie Small's night-table, at the 
last minute before his departure! 









The ease with which Mike Kleatt opened che 
| display case was almost enough to make him 
laugh aloud. This was the way a job shoald 
во off case a job adequately, Mike used to 
tell his intimates, апа the actual lifting itself 
15 а lead-pipe cinch That held true whether 
it was a kid you were snatching for ransom 
from some rich geezer's mansion ог price- 
less gems like these ancient Inca Crown Jew- 
els he had just slipped into rhe secret pocker 
of his jacket lining! 


According to the newspaper articles which 
attracted. Mike in the first place, the jewels 
were worth a cool quarter-million! Not а bad 
day's work, he thought to himself. Now all 
he had to do was walk casually through the 
mob of customers being steered around the 
Museum by the old guides, and he was free 
and clear 


Not a cop in sight, Mike exulted as he 
moved through the Aztec Room — . past the 
vast Mayan Hall... into the chamber which 
housed the European Torture Devices. Noth- 
ing to stop him from sauntering out of the 
joint, free as a bird .. 


The weird siren wailing someplace down 
the hall made him stop in his tracks А rasp- 
ing voice echoed down the corridors. “Some- 
one's cracked the Inca Gem Case .. the 
Crown Jewels are missing! Alert the police 
at the front gates . . . nobody leaves the budd- 
ing without being searched!” 


Mike could hear the sound of heavy foor 
steps lumbering up the seairs which led to rhe 
Museum entrance. That way was cut off! He 
whirled and started back through the Renais- 
sance Lortüre Koom: footsteps were hurrying 
toward him from that direction, too! The 
joint was sealed up tight! His bese bet was to 


HIDING PLACE 



































find a snug Aiding place’ Laying low unul 
the joint closed, he'd stand a good chance of 
getting away after dark Of course he could 
just dump the jewels and scram.. but ir was 
totally inconceivable that Mike Kleatt should 
abandon the fabulously valuable loot after ће 
had gotten his hands on it! 


Footsteps were approaching now along the 
corridor, probably the cops making a room- 
by-room search! He turned frantically. | at 
the far side was a metal suit like one of thosc 
uniforms he had once scen in a book abour 
some old yegg named King Arthur It was on 
the skimpy side, but with a little squeezing 
Mike could make it! 


He squirmed into rhe swr wirh just seconds 
to spare For the voices were coming right up 
to his hiding place. Carefully he drew his 
gun, hardly able to breathe so ceamped was 
he fot space, The first guy to step up to him 
would get a bellyful of lead, Mike vowed 
grimly 


A voice outside was speaking: "This suit 
of Mail," it was saying, "is a splendid ех- 
ample of che Metal Renamsance Torture 
Chamber. By turning this handle I release 
dozens of razor-sharp spikes. cach 6 inches 
long. . which line the inside of the suit from 
head to foot. They slide inward toward the 
center with deadly effect!” 


Mike gasped just once as the long slivers 
of metal moved rapidly coward him from all 
sides. He tried го scream, but the sound was 
choked off into a death rattle as a long spike 
drove through his throat. Ochers were knifing 
through his face, his arms, his chest. . 





“A man imprisoned in this fiendish de- 
Vice, the Voice droned on, would be шасйу 
unrecognizable after just one turn of the 
handle!" 







LAUGHING CHILDREN SCAMPERED DOWN THE SPOT- 
LESS STREET SHOUTING AND YELLING... 


THEY'RE COMING? Y THE PARADE 


RUNG TAUT ACROSS TRE T 
LISTER? 





FROM FAR OFF, THE FAINT 
300H-8OOM OF А BASE ORUM 
DRIFTED THROUGH THE WARN 
SPRING AIR! ALL EYES WERE 
TURNEO... FACING IN THE DIREC- 
TION OF THE SOUND...WAITING... 
STRAININS TO SEE. 

BIGCEST 
TURN-OUT 


PARADE IS 
OVER, pear! 
THOSE Guys, |] р 


THE YOUNG WOMAN LEFT HER HUSBAND STANDING 
AT THE СЏЕВ AND ELBOWED HER WAY THROUGH 
THE CROWD... E 


EXCUSE ME...PARDON SMATTER, LADY... 


ME..EXCUSE ME.,PLEASE!/ | DON'TCHA LIKE 


THE STEAOY 800М-200М OF THE BASE DRUM WAS 
GROWING LOUDER NOW! THE MAN ON THE CURE 
WHOSE WIFE HAD LEFT HIM TO GO SHOPPING, 


A TRIM YOUNG WOMAN TURNED 
TO HER HUSBAND WHO STOOD 


THE SHOPS Wi 

те EMPTY Eveny-\ Honey! 
RIGHT HERE 
TILL You 

ФЕТ BACK f 


Y any powT но $ ITS А 5000 
OPPORTUNITY TO 


А ROAR WENT UP FROM THE CROWO! WAY UP THE] 
MAIN STREET, SURLIGHT GLINTEO OR SOMETHIRG 
SHIRY GRASSY MUSIC ECHOED OVER THE THRONG, 
RESOUROIRe OFF THE BUILDINGS... 














ING GENTLEMAN..,HIS CHROMIUM РАТОМ SPINNING! 
BEHIND HIM, THE BLARING BAND FOLLOWED. 
THEIR DRESS-LESGINGS MOVING IN UNISO! 





МЕҮ 2 ФЕТ 
A LOAD ОҒ THAT. 
SOURPUSS 7 





PARADES, WHA'D 
HE COME FOR ? 





‘THE GERERAL, БЕОЕСКЕО WITN RIBBORS, MARCNEO 
IN TNE CENTER OF THE STREET...WELL IN BACK ОҒ 
TNE BAND! DIRECTLY BENINO ММ, А COLUMN OF 
INFAR TRYMER IR CLASS-A UNIFORMS FOLLOWEO! 
THE MAR OR THE CURE'S SCOWL TURNED TO A 


LOOK NOW THEY 
EEP IR STEP! OONT 
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NEY TAKE 
BOY, ГО МАТЕ TO A LOOK AT TNE 
GET ORE OF THEM CNARACTER 


NEXT CAME ANOTHER COLUMN О 
SOLDIERS’ THESE CARRIED NO 


T'NE MUST BE А 
YRE ) CNARLIE' уан 


PURPLE 
HEART ^ 





TRE FLAG RIFPLED? ITS CRIMSON AND WHITE 
STRIPES ROLLED OVER ANO OVER! THE BLUE 
FIELD AND WHITE STARS SPARKLED IN THE SUN- 
WHY IN BLAZES DONT HE 60 ` | LIGHT! ALL HEADS WERE SARE AS IT РА55ЕО 
BACK WHERE HE GAME 





| [Bur нЕ мар No move то таке | | НЕ JUST STOOD THERE, SNEERING,| 
| [ОРЕ ніз Hat... АЗ THE FLAG WENT BY.. 
| = 3 si 
SN 


» 


RN A 
d 


$e 
ША 


С; 
“q | 














та желі. 


WE QUGHT TO 
AN yw OUT. 
OF TOWNE 





/ H ( > 1 
ES. 


IERBY'S FIST SHOT OUT LIKE НЕ MAN WENT DOWN, BLOOD SowESODY PULLED А МАСКА | 
TRICKLING FROM HIS SCOWLING 





[TRE LAST COLUMN OF SOLDIERS NAACHED BY, WATCH- 
ив OUT OF THE CORNERS OF THEIR EYES... 


LIKE À $0 MUCH, SOMEBODY 
ТА OUGHTA SHIP ІМ OVER 
WHERE WE САМЕ 
FROM 


60 AHEADS 
THE FILTHY 
COMMUNIST 15 





FORN.. 
ША5Р. 8А5Р.. HEY f HE'S MAYBE. 
THERE! THATLL |007 COLD / MAYBE МЕ“ 
TEACH HIN A 
LESSON IN ANER- 
GAW/SM WE'LL 
NEVER FORGET! 





HUNG LIMP AND STILL! THE BREEZE KAD DIED f SUI 
DENLY THE CLATTER OF А WOMAN'S HEELS EGHOED 
THROUGH THE THIGK SILENCE _ 

FREDDY? FREDO) 

ARE YOU IN THERE? 





DON'T WASTE YOUF 
TEARS, LADY! НЕ 
WASN'T WORTH IT! 


HE..HE..HE WANTED TO СОМЕ OLD OUTFIT? 
DOWN...TO GREET HIS 020 QUTFIT.. \ YOU MEAN HE.. 
505! THEY... THEY..THEY D/D THE 2 WT 


BEST THEY COULD PUTTING HIS 

FACE BACK TOGETHER AFTER THE 

SHELL TORE /T OFF? SOB..ONLY WHEN | 

НЕ S4/L£D... IT LOOKED LIKE НЕ A 
WAS SWEERING 7 











HE YOUNG WOMAN TURNED HER TEAR-STAINED FACE 
UPWARD: STARING AT THE GRIM MO GATHERED 
AROUND HER us j — 


MED, LADY ! SNEER! 
AT OUR BOYS JUST GOMIN', OUP FLAGI 


WHY DIDN'T HE TAKE HE НЕ DIDNT AND 7 
OFF HIS WAT WHEN THE | НЕ COULOW'T SEE /7 7 
FLAG PASSED, HUH? HE WAS BLINDI 


FOR...SHEER,STARK HORROR, READ THIS TERRIFYING TALE.. 
GUARANTEED ТО JAR YOU OUT OF YOUR SEAT! 


"n а в 





MY NANE TS ANN DENNIS f 
X SAW YOUR AD... “TÜ 
ж SHORT OF HELP, МІЗВ 
p^ ОЕМНІЗ/ 





EBAR CRITCHIT WAS ҒАТ AND 
POMPOUS! HIS FLABBY JOWLS 
SAGBED DVER HIS WRINKLED 
SHIRT COLLAR, ANO BEAOS OF 
PERSPIRATION COVERED HIS 
DVAL COURTENARCE 


YOUR JOB WILL 
BE A SIMPLE ORE, 
MISS DENRIS! 


HOW MANY 


THERE, MR. 


THIRTY-FOUR! THEY RANGE 
1А AGE FROM FOUR TO FDUR- 
TEEN! ASIOE FRDM SEEING 


THAT THEY ARE WELL-BEHAVED.. 


ARD SEVERELY DISCIPLINEO 
WHEN BAD..YOUR PRIME COR- 
СЕЊА WILL BE ІМ SUPPYING 


CHILDRER ARE ) THEM WITH AR ADEQUATE 


EOUCATION ! YOU WILL RECEIVE 
BOARO ARD LDDGING AND 


ALTHOUBH THE SALARY МАЗ 
VERY LOW, I WAS FORCED TO 
ACCEPT THE POSITIOR! SINCE 
ТО BEEN OUT OF WORK FDR 
SDME TIME, MY SAVINDS HAD 
DISAPPEARED / BESIDES. I 
LIKED CHILDREN. 


LLL TAKE THE 
чов, MR. CRITCHIT f 


OVERSEEIRD THE 
CHILORER WILL 
BE YDUR МАМ 


CRITCHIT 2 


MR. CRITCHIT LED МЕ DOWN А DARK DIRTY HALL 
TO А DOOR MARKED ‘PRIVATE’! HE TURNED THE 
KNO® AND THE DOOR SQUEELED OPEN ON RUSTY 
HINGES! INSIDE, A TARNISHED IRON BED STOOD 
AGAINST ONE WALL! A PAINT-PEELED WOODEN 
DRESSER STOOD OPPOSITE! ASIDE FROM THESE 
AND A PLAIN WOODEN CHAIR, THERE WERE NO 
OTHER FURNISHINGS, 


т.т WOULD LIKE 
А LAMP, мн. CRITCHIT! 
I READ AT мент! 


Шъ 


ELECTRICITY COSTS 
MONEY, MISS DENNIS Í 
ILL SRING YOU SOME 
CANDLES...QUT THEY'LL 
HAVE TO CONE OUT OF 
youn АУ” 


THE CHILDREN ARE YOUR. 
RESPOREIBILITY, MISS DERRIS! 
THE BUSIRESS DF RUNNING 
BRIARWOOO 15 AWE? YOU WiLL 
DO WELL TO INTEREST YDUR- 
SELF ОЛУ WITH WHAT CDR- 
cERNS ИИ 


SEVERTY-FIVE OOLLARS А 
MDRTH! WILL YOU TAKE 


X ндо А SUDDEN URBE TO LEAVE THEN, FROM 
( ACROSS THE COURT BEYDND THE DIRTY CRACKEO 
) WINDDW DF MY ROOM, I HEARO THE HEART-BREAK- 
SING 5085 OF A CHILD CRYING y gm 

f. I SEE! ALL У CERTAINLY! ILL ВЕ 

RIGHT’ IF YOU'LL RIGHT BACK ОН/ ONE 

GET THEM FOR MORE THING, MISS 

ME! DENNIS f 


THEN НЕ МАЕ DONE ^ I STARTEO ТО URPACKÍ 
MEARWHILE, THE CHILO ACRDSS THE CDURT 
CONTIRUED TO CRY! ALITTLE LATER, MR. CRIT- 
CHIT RETURRED WITH А FEW CARDLES, ARO I 
LIT ONE ITS CHEERY GLOW PUSHEO BACK THE | 
GATHERING BLOOM! FIRALLY, I CDULD STANO 
1T NO, LONGER... 

THAT PDDR CHILO HAS BEEN CRYIND 


FDR DVER AN HOUR! I'VE GDT TD SEE 
WHAT'S ЖАОМВ © 





- | [А кеу ниме он А HOOK IN THE DOOR JAMB7 Г 
REMOVED IT AND INSERTED IT IN THE LOCK! THE 
DOOR SWUNG OPEN! THE CANDLELISHT KNIFED | 


COHCERH OVER THE SOBBING CHILD f 
IT WAS A тоџта SIRL..SIX OR 
SEVEN! WHEN I PLACED МҮ НАМО 
OR HER SNOULDER TO COMFORT 


THAT ИН..МНАТЕ SHE SCREAMED... 


DOHT Цусин NAMC? 
MEAN 
HOTHIN 7 


ITS HER оо YOU SOMEBOOY S 
STOMACH, ару! | EAT ToO 7 4 ALWAYS GETTIN, NEVER 
SHE CRIES LIKE / MUCH. MUCH OWES SICK FROM THE’ GET 

THAT AFTER, | HOHEY? 4 OORT GET HARDLY 
EVERY MEAL | ANYTHING TO e 








ILOOKED AROUND AT THE PALE SUNKEN FACES 
BEFORE МЕ! THEY WERE THE SALLOW FACES OF 
UNDERNOURISHED CHILDREN,,.THIN AND WHITE WHY, MISS DENNIS” 
FROM WANT OF GOOD FOOD/ THEIR BELLIES WERE WHAT ARE YOU 
BLOATED., THEIA ARMS AND LEGS LIKE STICKS! DOING HERE? 
I COMFORTED THE SICK CHILO. ..TALKEO TO THE WHY ARENT YOU 
OTHERS... ID MY P HAVING BREAKFAST 
AW THAT'S WHAT | | WITH THE CHILDREN? 
THE LAST LADY 
WELL TAKEN CARE OF FROM / SAID WHEN SHE 
т. FIRST CAME! SWE 
Ф TURNED bur то 


ME b | 
CAE: | 


ХЕ 
\ 


I DO THE BEST І CAN 
I TOLD YOU WHEN A CHILD |) MISS DENNIS? ТМ 
MISS DENNIS! AUH | CRIES HALF Y ALLOWED DMY SO 
WING BRIARWODD / THE NIGHT MUCH PER CHILDS 
18 ШУ BUSINES: 
THE CHILDREN RISENS THE 


ARE YOURS! ALLOTMENTS 
MY BUSINESS, HAVEN'Tf. 
MR, CRITCHIT! 2% Y 


Nes 
NS 


PAID THE EXTRA NDNEY FROM MY OWN POCKET? т 
IGDULON'T HELP IT f THE GAUNT FAGES DF THE BUT .BUT THATS 
CHILDREN PLAGUED MY MINDÉ I DIDN'T TELL MR. IMPOSSIBLE, MR 
GRITGHIT ABDUT IT! AS SUMMER PASSED AND GRITGHITE THE 
AUTUMN DREW NEAR, THEIR LITTLE BODIES BEGAN ОНЫМЕН eA TE aA 
TD FILL DUT! THEN. DNE DAY . ДУР оце 

BAD NEWS,MISS анына 
DENNISITHE 44207: 
MENTS HAVE BEEN 
eur 
2. 





@REAKFAST, YOU CALL IT! 1 
AETCHED WHEN І TASTED |Т” 
15 THAT THE SEST YOU САМ 


FEED THEM, МА. СМТСНИ 2 


I'M AWARE OF THAT, 
MISS DENNIS AND YDUR 
WISE SHOPPING AND CAREFUL, 
SUPERVISION HAVE DDNE 
WONDERS? BUT THAT'S 
THE SITUATIDNÉ I'M 
SORRY! 


BESIDE THE FOOD PROBLEM, ANOTHER CONDITION 
BECAME INTOLERABLE FOR МЕ: THE CHILDREN'S 
CLOTHES! THEIR GARMENTS WERE ILL-FITTING 
AND RAGGED! 10 PATGHED AND REPATCHED THEM... 
DH, TOMMY’ ANOTHER Т... ГМ SDRRY, MISS DENNIS" 
TORN PAIR OF 1 CDuLOMT HELP /T^I 
JUST SENT OVER... AND 


Аз FAR AS THE SANITARY СОН- 
DITIONS AT THE HOME WERE 
CONCERNED, I SOLVED THAT 


Mr. CRITCHIT GAVE ME VERY LITTLE FOR CLOTHES 

TOO... FAR TOO LITTLE TO BUY WHAT WAS HEEDEO OH 
MY DAYS OFF, 1 FOUNO MYSELF PUSHIHG OOORRELLS... 
I'M FROM BRIARWOOD ORPHAN SCRAN, LADY! 
ASYLUM f I WONDER IF YOU 

YOUR CHILDREH HAVE QUT- 

GROWN? 


PROBLEM HAPPILY? THE CHILDREN 
WERE EASILY RECRUITED INTO 
BUCKET AND MD? Bl 


SPENT NY SALARY ON SUPPLE- 
MENTING THE CHILDRENS FOOD, 
CLOTHING, AND EDUCATION ALLOW- 
ANGES BUT I DIDN'T MIND? го 


|Амр THEN OCTOBER ROLLED 
AROUND f THE NIGHTS BECAME 
CHILLY, BUT ма. CAITCHIT SUP- 
PLIED NO HEAT! I COMPLAINED... 


GROWN 50 FOND OF THEN... 


YOU'VE DONE 
ADMIRABLY, 
MISS DENNIS Í 


YOU'RE 
WONDERFUL, 
MISS DENNIS? 


TOWARD THE END OF OCTOBER MY MONTH'S SALARY RAN 
OUT AGAIN! THE CHILDREN BEGAN TO DROP GENTLE 
BINTS! HALLOWEEN WAS COMING.. 
— 

00 YOU THIHK MR 

CRITCHIT WOULD 

LET US CELEBRATE. 
WALLOWEEN, WSS 


CONSERVE OUR 
FUEL TILL WE 
REALLY NEED 
ІТ, MISS DENNIS. 


YOU'RE RIGHT, 
ме. GRITOHITS 


HO! I'M SORRY, MISS OENHISA 


BUT IT WOULD 
WE HAVE НО MOHEY TO TWAOW 


MAKE THE CHIL- 
OREH 50 HAPPY, 
MR. CRITCHIT 





THE ORPHAN CHILDREN CROWDED 

AROUNO THE WINOOWS...PRESS- 

INS TNEIR NOBES UP AGAINST TNE 
CHILLY BLASS... WATCHIND..WATCI 
ING WITH ENVY... 


YDU MUSTNT 
TALK LIKE THAT, } 
CHILDREN f 


FiNALLY, 

WAS DETERMINED THAT THE CHILOREN WDULO 
CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN NO MATTER WHAT! I 
WENT TO MR. CRITCHITS OFFICE TO ASK FOR AN 
ADVANCE ON, МУ NEXT MONTH'S SALARY... 


T A CHECK. FROM THE 
STATE! NOVEMBER ALLDTMENT... 
FOR TNIRTY-FOUR DRPHANS' 


THE DDDR BEHIND NE SLAMMED! MR CRITCHIT 
LODMEO IN THE CANDLELIDN 15 ҒАТ ROUNO 


Г KHOW WHAT YOUVE 
BEEN UP TO, MR CRITCHITS 
HE- HE'S BEEN S7£AZ//6 FROM TNE YOU'RE NOTHING BUT A 
g CHILDREN... ИМАМО ОМ TNE EXPENSES DIRTY CRIMIFAL. LEECHINS. 
AHD PDCKETIWG THE DIFFEREHCE’, ON TWOSE POOR DRPHANSS 





ALL OF MY ANGER AND RESENTMENT! НЕ САМЕ АТ ME_HIS PUDGY HANDS 
LEO OVER AS І SCREAMEO АТ) REACHING OUT... 
ради. T- LOONT THINK KEEP AWAY 


NOW THAT YDU SO,MISS СЕМА J FROM МЕ, 
KNOW , MISS I DON’T THINK YOU. YOU... 
DENNIS, WHAT 


2// a 


I STUM6LED TO THE OOOR AND FLUNG IT OPEN! THE 
CHILDREN'S LAUBHTER AND SQUEELS OF JOY WAFTED 
ООМА THE CORRIODR TOWARO ME f DRE DF THEM 
DASHED БҮ, GIGGLING, HER TIRY,HAPPY РАСЕ SMUDGED, 


ODR'T WORRY MARYYDU'LL 
AVE YDUR PUMPKIN YET 


CORR (0t THEY TURREO THE CORRER..TRAMPIRG 
TOWARO МЕ” THE GRIRRING PUMPKIN S 
M ih Ё EYES FLICKERED FROM THE CAROLE LIT 
1 " E IRSIOE! BUT AS THEY REARED, A 0019 
он, THAT AL ані < 1 KNIFE OF HORROR SLIGED DEEP INTO MY 
x CHEST! YES, THE CHILDRER AAD THEIR 
PUMPKIN! MA. CRITCHIT'S HOLLOWED 
НЕДО LEERED UP AT ME 175 EYES. 
амо AOSE CUT AWAY TO A AL THE, 


Ји ІІ М 
ТУ Қ 





